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 The Lower Mainland's annual science-fiction and fantasy convention has 
the honour to welcome October 1-3, 2010 in Richmond Cherie Priest, author 
of seven novels, including the steampunk pulp adventure Boneshaker 
(nominated for a Nebula award, winner of the PNBA award), James F. 
Beveridge, visual artist with a slightly off-centre left-handed aesthetic (Aurora 
award winner) and the Canadian music artist Heather Dale with her new type 
of Celtic music for the 21st century. They will be accompanied by a line-up of 
writers, artists, scientists, musicians and media guests. Features include a 
multi -author book launch, art show, costume contest, gaming and kidsô 
rooms, writing workshop and contests, author readings, panel discussions and 
the infamous Elron Awards.  
 

 

About the Vancouver Airport Marriott  
 
 VCON 35 will be held at the Vancouver Airport Marriott Hotel (7571 
Westminster Highway, Richmond) a five minute walk from the Richmond-
Brighouse Skytrain Station (Canada Line). Amenities include in-room internet 
access at $6 per day.  Room rates are as follows: 
One Bedroom Suite 
with 1 King or 1 King/Queen + Sofa bed or 2 Queens 

 $107 CDN/night for single or double occupancy 
 $117 CDN for triple 
 $127 CDN for quad 

Executive Corner Suite 
with 1 King + Sofa bed and a balcony. 
These suites are about 30% larger than standard rooms, so they make an excellent choice for 
party rooms 

 $143 CDN/night 



To book your room by phone, call 1-877-323-8888 before September 15, 2010 
and identify yourself as being with VCON to get our room rate. Online 
booking is also available through the Vancouver Airport Marriott's web site. 
To obtain VCON rates, enter the group code WSFWSFA. 
 Their website is: http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yvrsa-vancouver-
airport-marriott/ 
  
Hotel Policies: The Vancouver Ai rport Marriott  is a non-smoking hotel. 
Costumes are welcome, as are parties. There will  even be a party floor!  
 

 

Art Show 
 
 VCON features an annual art show, showing off  the work of local artists. 
Works on display include paintings, sculpture, cartoons, and other objets dôart 
with some relationship to science fiction, fantasy, gaming, horror, and related 
themes. The art show also always includes work from our Artist Guest of 
Honour. 
 A ñGeneral Information for Artistsò handout is available from the Art 
Show Director, including guidelines on the art we are looking for, display 
spaces, entry fees, and forms to prepare and bring to VCON 35. 
 In order to Register to Exhibit at the Art  Show, download and complete 
the art show reservation form available online from our Art Show web page at 
www.vcon.ca/what/art-show and forward it with fees to reserve your space. 
Space cannot be reserved through any other manner. Reservation and fee 
payment must be made in advance. We accept payment by money order, 
cheque and VISA or VIA  PayPal using the buttons below (The 
registration/reservation form /must also/ be mailed even when payment is 
made through PayPal.) You will  receive acknowledgment of your reservation 
along with control forms for your work, bid sheets and any other pertinent 
information. Ensure that you indicate in your application whether you or your 
agent will  be bringing the artwork, which will  be picking it up and which gets 
the money from sales payment is made. If  you have special needs for your 
work, i.e. electrical outlet, you must notify us when reserving. 

http://www.vcon.ca/what/art-show


 *Reserved space not claimed by noon Friday Oct 1* will  be allocated to 
any other artist, either on a waitlist or currently registered, unless other 
arrangements have been made in advance with the Art  Show Director. There 
will  be no refund for such unclaimed reserved space. 
 Art  Show Forms You Need: First and foremost, get your registration form 
and payment in as soon as possible. Please email a copy of the form to the Art  
Show Director, Rose Wilson, at artshow@vcon.ca 
<mailto:artshow@vcon.ca>. This will  ensure that your space request is 
immediately put on the list. VCON 34 was just about sold out and we 
anticipate the same for VCON 35. All other forms you will need are also 
available online 
 *PLEASE NOTE:* We will  NOT accept art show space reservations 
postmarked after *September 25th, 2010*. After that date, please contact the 
Art  Show Director, Rose Wilson, directly at artshow@vcon.ca 
<mailto:artshow@vcon.ca>. 
 Mailed-In Art : We welcome mailed in art and are more than happy to 
hang it for you. Please ship to: 
 
VCON 35 ART SHOW 
c/o Rose Wilson, VCON 35 Art  Show Director 
20535 Ł 123 Avenue, 
Maple Ridge, BC  
Canada V2X 4A8 
 

 

DealersÜ Room  
 
The table rates are $50 for a Dealersô table, and $35 in the Artistsô Alley. 
(Memberships are not included in the table fees.) Please contact Jeff Currey, 
our Dealersô Liaison, at dealers@vcon.ca. 
 



 

Fan Group Tables 
  
Group Table Rules:  

1.   Fan group tables are available for any fan club, non-profit or other 
amateur organization, and for other conventions and similar events.  

(Businesses or individuals not representing a fan group or wishing to engage 
in commercial dealings should book a dealers table instead.) 

2.  Groups may request either half or full  tables. Half tables come with one 
chair apiece; full  tables come with two. If  your group doesn't specify how 
much space it needs, the default is a half table. 

3.   All  tables must be staffed  

The table is for your group to meet interested fans and vice versa, not to be a 
flyer  table or display space. Unstaffed tables may have materials left behind 
removed and the table offered to another group on the waiting list. 

(With that said, we don't plan to aggressively clear out tablesðif  you have to 
take a quick break, just leave a note saying "Back in 5 minutes"; we won't 
clear tables unless they remain unstaffed for a while and we will  try to contact 
the group first.) 

3.1. A free flyer  table is available on a first -come, first  serve basis. To put 
your group's promotional material in Member registration bags, please contact 
advertising@vcon.ca. 

3.2. If  your group would like to present an entirely unstaffed display, please 
contact the Groups and Parties Liaison to request space and discuss the 
particulars. Unstaffed displays will  be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

4.   Anyone staffing a fan group table must have a VCON 35 membership 
valid on the day they are there. Memberships may be purchased in advance or 
at the door. Persons with Child memberships wishing to staff a table must do 
so in the company of an adult Member. 



5.   No vending except for items directly and specifically related to your group 
- this is not a Dealers table.  

Acceptable items include (and are nearly limited to) group memberships, 
group newsletters, and badges or stickers with your group name on them.  

Unacceptable items include (but are not limited to) commercial merchandise, 
costumes or props (even personalized, fan-made ones), fan fiction, fan art, 
other recreations or inspirations from books or shows as these are items that 
come from a larger story universe that your group is a part of, and not things 
directly and specifically related to your group. 

Tips for the Table: 

1.   VCON will  help you promote your table as part of our schedule of 
activities. Standard table hours are 10am to 5pm. If  you wish to staff your 
table differently, please contact the VCON Groups and Parties Liaison. 

2.   Think vertical. Table size is not large (approximately 3 feet x 1.5 feet for a 
half table). Go vertical where you can: bring posters, banners, or backdrops to 
stand behind you or hang down the front side of your table. Use brochure 
stands to hold and display flyers or other papers, or small shelves, racks, or 
boxes to stack items. 

3.   Take shifts. If  you have several people from your group, take turns 
staffing the table, and go attend panels, relax in Hospitality, or find something 
to do in between. 

4.   Keep the goal in mind. Your group is there to meet interested fans and vice 
versa. Besides having a fan club table, you could also put flyers or cards on 
our freebie table, organize a room party or other activity (e.g. tea party) or just 
walk around wearing a button or badge with your fan group name on it.  
 

 
Hospitality 
 
 When your brain is full,  head up to Hospitality for conversation over a 
drink and a snack; we usually have beer, cider, coffee, tea, juice, and soft 
drinks.   



 We'll have a bulletin board where you can post messages for friends, and 
a schedule of that day's events. 
 This year's hospitality suite will  be in the Marriott's "Concierge suite," on 
the third floor of the hotel. 
 We'll need some help to set it up and keep it going:  
 During the con ð We need volunteers with Serving it Right certificates 
from the Provincial government, people to help prepare and serve food, and 
someone available to make grocery runs if  we run out of something vital.  If  
you have a chest freezer we can borrow, that would be good, too. 
 Before the con ð we could use: 
-space in your chest freezer (for soup, casseroles, blocks of ice) 
-help, suggestions, recipes, food prep (baking?) 
 After VCON is over on Sunday evening, die-hards always repair to 
Hospitality for the Dead Dog party. This year, we'll have to be out of the 
Concierge suite by 10 p.m. on Sunday, but the party will  move to a nearby 
suite.  
 And please remember, Hospitality runs on donations. Please be generous. 
 If  you can help with any of this, please contact the Hospitality 
Coordinator at hospitality@vcon.ca. Thanks! 
 
 

Costume Masquerade 
  
Categories: 

 Best in Show 
 Best Anime 
 Best Comic Book 
 Best Steam Punk 
 Best Media-inspired 

(movie, TV,  book, 
video game) 

 Best Original concept 
 Best Construction 

and Design. 
  
Rules: 
  Failure to follow  the 
rules will  result in 
disqualification.  
  Costumes may be 

handmade, or made up of purchased pieces and accessories that have been re-
purposed, or a combination of both. Costumes that have been purchased as a 
complete costume will  not be accepted as they are not in the spirit of the 
Masquerade, which is to show entrants' talents and creativity. 



  All  Masquerade entrants must have a valid VCON Membership on the 
day of the presentation. 
  
1. To have music or dialogue accompany your presentation, you must pre-

record it on a CD and you MUST bring the CD when you register so that 
the track can be reviewed, approved, and loaded onto our equipment. 
Once approved, your CD will  be kept by the staff in case the track has to 
be re-copied. On your tech sheet, you will  indicate when the track is to be 
played during your performance. Untested, unapproved, new or changed 
CDs will  not be accepted after registration has closed. 

2. NO microphones may be used by the contestants. Except for the written 
emcee introduction, all  audio material must be pre-recorded on a CD (see 
rule 1). The emcee will  read from a prepared text if  one is provided and 
approved upon registration. (Contestants need to be aware that anything 
spoken onstage, without amplification, cannot be heard in the hall, or 
even at the judges' table located directly in front of the stage.) 

3. Presentations must be between 20 seconds and 5 minutes long.  

4. If  you plan to carry a weapon, you must conform to the following:   

5. No illegal or loaded weapons. No whips may be used onstage. You must 
demonstrate that you can carry the weapon without injury to yourself or 
others. Transportation of weapons to and from the Masquerade must 
follow  the convention's weapon policy. 

6. No profanity allowed, as this is a family  costume show. Please be polite. 

7. No nudity allowed, as this is a family  costume show. No costume is no 
costume. 

Judging: The Judges award a score of 0 to 10 for each of 3 attributes for each 
contestant. The attributes are: 
  
 *Originality/Adaptation: Is this the most original concept the judges and 
audience have seen, or the best adaptation of a known concept? For example, 
a contestant made a "super hero" costume out of gold lame placemats; another 
contestant had a completely authentic Alien costume, down to the dripping 
mouth drool. Note to contestants: describe the inspiration for your costume in 
your emcee announcement. 
 *Composition: Did someone go out and buy this, or did the contestant 
spend hours gluing, sewing, welding, etc. - is this a labour of love or dollars? 
For example, a contestant had hand-sewn thousands of yards of lace to make a 
beautiful historical costume; another contestant had hand-hammered hundreds 
of metal rings for chain mail. 
Note to contestants: tell us how long it took and the craftsmanship required in 
your emcee announcement - blow your own horn. 



 *Presentation: Does the contestant stay in character (or do something 
completely out of character) that grabs the audience? For example, the Alien 
guy made a little  sign that he whipped out after he had menacingly advanced 
towards the emcee - the sign said "Ripley Sucks"; two contestants in 
historically correct medieval attire slowly crossed the stage while giving the 
royal wave and nod to their subjects - and the audience all felt like their 
subjects; a group came out in Klingon makeup-with Kiss make up on top and 
declared themselves to be a Klingon Kiss rock band. Note to contestants: get 
into character and stay there, or find a way to exploit or turn your character 
into the unexpected - grab the audience - humour helps. 
 Questions? Please contact masquerade@vcon.ca. 

 

Media 
 
 With guests of honour and 
participants as diverse and amazing 
as these, opportunities for 
interviews and media coverage are 
limitless. For any article about 
VCON 35, interviews, radio or TV 
appearances, please contact Johanne 
Cordeau, Media Liaison, at 

media@vcon.ca. You could find all the relevant information and links 
through our Web Site at www.vcon.ca. Also, learn more about VCON and 
related subjects via our Forums and Blogs. 
 
 

 
 

Program Book Advertising  
 
 We offer advertising space in our program book and in our Registration 
bags!  
 



1. in our Program Book 
 
 The VCON 35 program book will  have normal letter-size pages, 8.5ò x 
11ò, so full  page ads should be 7.5ò x 10ò. We are offering: 
 

 Full -page inside-cover ads (front and back) at $150 black and white, 
$300 colour 

 Full page interior ads at $85 black and white, $300 colour 
 Half-page (horizontal) ads at $50 black and white, $100 colour 
 (all at 2250 x 3000 pixels, at 300 px/in) 
 Half-page (vertical) ads at $50 black and white, $100 colour 
 (1125 x 3000 px) 
 Quarter page ads at $30 black and white, $60 colour 
 (at 1125 x 1500 px) 
 Business card ads at $15 black and white, $30 colour 
 (at 1050 x 600 px) 

 
Please submit ads in TIFF, PNG, GIF, BMP or JPEG formats at a minimum 
300 dpi or equivalent pixels. If you are buying a black and white space, please 
send your copy in black and white or greyscale format. We recommend 
allowing a quarter-inch or 75-pixel clearance within the stated sizes. Send ad 
copy by August 31, 2010 to publications@vcon.ca. 
 
VCON accepts payments through PayPal to treasurer@vcon.ca, VISA,  or 
personal cheques to VCON 35, Attn: Advertising, Box 78069, Grandview 
RPO, Vancouver, BC V5N 5W1. 
 

2. inserted in our Registration bags 
 
To include your insert in our Registration bags, send 600 copies of your insert 
with $15 payment to: VCON 35, Attn: Registration, Box 78069, Grandview 
RPO, Vancouver, BC V5N 5W1. 
 
For further questions, contact advertising@vcon.ca. 
 



 

Programming 
 

 This year will see the return of many member favourites; The Turkey 
Readings, Pencils at High Noon, The Joss Whedon Panel. Friday evening will 
host the multi-author book launch for the third year running. Saturday will be 
full of art -related programming. And we hope to have several workshops on 
how to Steampunk props and costumes. Any panel suggestions will be 
graciously accepted, although due to time and space constraints, not all can be 
used. Watch the website for programming updates. Once we have a rough 
schedule, it will be available online. To contact the programming department, 
you can email programming@vcon.ca. See you at the con! 

 

 

Room Party Guidelines 
  
 VCON likes parties! Any Member, club or fan group can throw a party. If  
you send us your event details, VCON will  help you promote it. Listings on 
the website and in the Program Book are available to Hosts who get their 
party info to the VCON Groups and Parties Liaison by August 30th. Notice 

mailto:groups@vcon.ca?subject=Party%20info


boards will  be available onsite for events planned after August 30th, and the 
Party Zine will  be accepting submissions until the week before VCON (exact 
date given closer to.) 
  Please submit the date, time, Host's name and contact info, whether the 
party is open to all  members or by invitation only, and the club/group/theme if  
applicable. Room numbers will  not be available from the hotel until  closer to 
the date, but will  be published in the Party Zine. 
  Hosts: Every room party at VCON will  need a designated Host or Co-
Hosts. The Host will  be the official  contact for the party and the person the 
VCON Groups and Parties Liaison will  check in with to make sure things are 
running smoothly. The Host should expect to be present for the duration of the 
party. 
 The Vancouver Airport Marriott  has keyed-entry elevators. Unless all 
your party guests have rooms on the same floor as yours, you will  need a way 
to get your guests to your event. We suggest you either have someone to play 
elevator monkey, or arrange to have someone on call to collect people from 
the hotel lobby and the Hospitality  Suite. 
 Please be aware of the noise level in your party and be considerate of 
guests in other rooms. Excessive noise can be the unfortunate cause of early 
ends to really good parties. 
  
Legal stuff: It is the Host's responsibility to be aware of and abide by the laws 
of British Columbia. Depending on the type of event you are planning, you 
may need Serving It Right Certification and/or a Special Occasion License 
from the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch. The LCLB website can be 
found at: http://www.hsd.gov.bc.ca/lclb/. This is an excellent resource for 
party Hosts wishing to serve alcohol at their event. 
  
Attendees: It is a good idea to carry valid photo ID with you when attending 
room parties. Your VCON 35 membership badge does not prove your age 
should you be carded. 
 Please respect your Host's room as you would their home. If  you cause a 
mess, lend a hand in clearing it up. Be considerate: don't do anything that 
could cause your Host to ask you to leave in disgrace. 
 VCON cares about its Members and asks everyone to please behave and 
drink responsibly. 
 Drive safely. If  you have been drinking, please get a room at the hotel, 
ride with a sober friend, take transit or call a cab. The hotel front desk will  
even call one for you. 
 Questions? Contact the VCON Groups and Parties Liaison at 
groups@vcon.ca. 
 



 

Call for Restaurant Reviews 
  
 We are looking for people to scout restaurants around the hotel. If you 
happen to be eating in the area, (reasonably near the Marriott at Westminster 
Hwy & Minoru Blvd in Richmond, BC) why not write us up a review?  
  
The information we're looking for is: 
*The establishment's name, location & hours of operation 
*Price range, type and class of restaurant (fast food, diner, buffet, high-end, 
etc) 
*Brief description of menu options (sushi, crepes, vegan, etc) or ethnicity 
(Italian, Korean, etc) 
*Their website, if they have one. 
*When you went: date and time of day 
*Your opinion of the meal you ate (with details, please!) 
*Your opinion of the service you received, cleanliness, decor, atmosphere, 
dress code, etc. 
*Your overall recommendation to VCON Members 
*The name you would like to be credited under. Either real names or fan 
names are fine. You can also choose not to sign your name; in such cases we'll 
assign something nicely anonymous to your review. 
 Please write a separate review for each restaurant you visit, and please 
only write reviews for places you have been recently. 
 Your review should be submitted print-ready. It can be sent in the body of 
an email or as an attachment, but it must be complete and proofread. Spelling, 
grammar and a G rating are important. 



 Reviews will be posted on the website leading up to the convention, and 
select reviews may be included in a VCON Restaurant Guide onsite. 
 Review writers are eligible for VCON 35 volunteer credit. If you would 
like to claim your credit, please make a note of it with your submission. Be 
sure to include your real name and a current email address. 
  Please send your reviews to publicity@vcon.ca. 
 

 
 

Attending VCON (part 2) 
 
 A fuller and more detailed description of house rules will appear in our 
progress report. However, as a preliminary outline, we provide the following. 
 
General Conduct: You must abide by Canadian Federal law, British Columbia 
Provincial Law, City of Vancouver municipal bylaws, and the rules and 
regulations of the Marriott Vancouver Pinnacle Downtown. Persons 
committing criminal acts may be handed over to the Vancouver Police 
Department. 
 
Liability : VCON or individual members or participants are not responsible for 
any loss, theft, or damage of property. Please take precautions to safeguard 
your belongings. 
 VCON has a zero-tolerance policy towards theft. If you are discovered to 
have committed theft, your membership will be revoked. 
 VCON or individual members or participants are not liable for any injury. 
VCON attendees are considered responsible for their own actions and any 
consequences that may result from them. While VCON organizers will assist 
as much as possible, civil disputes or medical emergencies will be handed 
over to the appropriate authorities. 
 


